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“Sew FOR THE INFORMER. 
The‘following letter was written by a young man of my ac- 
quaintance, (now residing at the City of Washington,) to 


his brother, on the receiving intelligence of the death of his 
father, Capt. Samuel Etkins, of Andover, N. H. who de 
parted this li fein August last.  Eprror. 
Wasnineton Ciry, Ava. 28, 1823. 
My Dear Broruer; 

I have this moment received your letter convéying intel- 
ligence too melancholy, too unwelcome, to permit me at this 
moment to be capable of uttering words of consolotion to 
my Dear Surviving Parent, whose anguish on this occasion 
1 caii well imagines Can I reflect, must I believe, that my 
Dear Father, with whom I parted in health, and anxiety for 
the welfare of his son, is now no more! ‘Ten thousand re- 
collections of his goodness, of his kindness, at this moment 
tush upon my mind. The spot on which we parted, his 
parting admonition, the words of his adieu are all fresh to 
my memory. Oh he was kind, he was an affectionate pa- 
rent. Did ever he refuse one of us a reasonfible indulgence, 


- a 
which he could purchase by any means, were it even at the 


expense of his health, ‘his necessary quiet, or his repose ? - 


No! he-would entounter labor, difficulty and trouble, to 
grant any indulgence, to gratify any wish of his children. As 
a friend anda neighbor, he was equally kind. Never did 
he refusegto render to any mana kindness, which was in his 
power.."Tis true when we enumerate these virtues, we 
cannot bit grieve the more, as we are sensible that in pro- 
portion to the extent of his goodness, so much the more se- 


_ Vere, $0 much the greater is the loss which we have to des 


plore. | 10 
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Bui there is one consolation which may mitigate our sor. 
rows, and iv the midst of grief give pleasure. His good [ 


deeds on earth will be recompensed in Heaven. Whatare 


professions of religion in those who hever exercised the vir. f 
tues of benevolence, kindness, charity, or any other of those f 





acts, which bespeak the affectionate husband and parent, 
the kind friend, and the true philanthropist ? And what are : 


professions to those, whose conduct in life has evinced that 
they endeavored as much as possible to fulfil the golden rule, f 


by domg unto others as they would wish to be done by. Vir- 
tue speaks for itself; it requires no professions to make it 


known, or to make it acceptable in the eyes of God. Vir.) 


tue will be rewarded and we have every reason to assure | 


ourselves, that our dear Parent, who will never again meet | 


us on earth, is enjoying on high the fruits of his kind and be- 
nevolent actions here below. No consideration can be a 
greater comfort to my dear Mother than this, and I hope 


that she will calmly resign herself to this dispensation of 


Provicence, and permit the reflection that her companion 
here on earth has only gone before her to enjoy that hap 


piness in another world, which ere long will be the home of 


us all, to comfort and solace her in her sorrows. 
I had hoped that [ should once more have met both my 
parents on earth. Providence has ordered it otherwise and 


although I have been denied the: melancholy privilege of re- | 


ceiving the dying words and the parting blessing of the best | 
of Fathers, I shall endeavor to meet my fate calmly and ne- | 


ver cease to pray that my mother and all the rest of you ; 
may act wisely and with becoming resignation, under the | 


visitation of him, who orders all things for the best. 


Give this letter and my affectionate remembrance to my § 


mother. 

Affectionately 
Your Brother, 
| Jeremman. Exxins.. 
Dr. Tizton Exxivss. 
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THE VIRTUOUS WIFE. 
[ Translated from the German by a Student.] 





Whosoever has gained a virtuous wile possesses a treas- 


ure of intrinsic worth—a prize of higher value than the 
most costly pearl. 
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Such a tréasure had Rabbi flair the great teacher, ob- 
tained. He sat on the Sabbath, in the Synagogue, instruct- 
ing the ope the mean time, death, who often aims 
his poisoned shafts against the aged and infirm, did, by an 
unexpected stroke, deprive the parents of two goodly sons ; 
—both were of handsome shape—both, by a father’s care, 
enlightened in the law. 

His partner looked at first on their bereavement with all 
the feelings of a tender mother, but soon her piety shone 
predominant, and in the duties of the wife, each'selfish wish 
was buried. Anxious to save her husband from those pangs 
which a too sudden knowledge of his loss might raise, she 
moved the bodies of her sons into her chamber—laid them 
on her bed, and with white drapery concealed them. 

In the evening Rabbi Meir returned, who with a father’s 
fond solicitude, inquired, “where are my Sons, that I may 
give to them the blessing? 

«They are not far,” she said, and wishing to change the 
object of his thoughts, with ready hand prepared their eve- 
ning meal.—Of this he did partake, and after giving thanks, 
his wife thus spoke : “ Rabbi, permit mie to ask your judg- 
ment in a subject which much concerns me. A few years 
since a person gave unto my care some jewels :—these I re- 
ceived with pleasure, watched their safety with anxious 
mind, contemplated with pride their worth, and daring, at. 
length to view them as my own, when, in an unexpectect 
hour a messenger is sent, who, in his masters name, doth 
claim my valued charge: Shall I restore these gems to him?” 
“ My wife ought not first to yo this,” said Rabbi Meir; 
“wilt thou delay returning to the owner each one that he 
hath lent thee”? “Oh no,” answered she, “it is unjust so 
to do;—but I would not return them without thy knowl- 
edge.” 

She then conducted him to the chamber, walked forward 
and removed from the dead bodies their covermg. Oh my 
Sons! my Sons! cried the father in the fulness of his grief— 
do I find you thus? I gave you lite, I enlightened your 
mental eyes in the law, and looked upon you as the solace 
of my declining years, when on a sudden, I find myself be- 
reft of you. 

She turned from him, wishing to conceal the agitation of 
her mind, but roused at length by the violence of his grief, 


she seized him by the hand and spoke :— 
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_ doctors, he found he could get no licence fromthem to preach any more. 
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“Rabbi, hast thou not taught me, that it is ‘contrary to : 
the moral as*well as the religious duties of men, to refuse | 


restoring what 1s intrusted to their’cdre ? Behold, the Lord 
hath given, the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name 
of the Lord.” 


«The name of the Lord be praised,” jomed Rabbi Meir, j 


conscious he had erred in repiming at His mandate, who 1s | 


omniscient. | | 
It is truly said, * Whosoever hath found a virtuous wife 


has a treasure greater than the most costly pearl: she opens f 


her mouth with wisdom, and in her. tongue is the law of 
kindness.” 
en 
From THE Rett. Inte... ano Even. Gazer. 
AN INDEVENDENT WIT. 

In the reign of King James |. of England, a young man, whom I shall 
cali Fearxot, desiring to get into holy orders, made application to an as- 
sembiy of divines for a license. As a preliminary not to be ‘dispensed 
with, they mast hear the youth make a trial of his abilities in the’ pul- 
pit. Fearnot consented, and at the, appointed time made his appear- 
«nce, to preach before the assembly. Instead of being agitated by the 
sight of so many reverend doctors, in all their clerical parade of wigs, 
bands and surplices,together with the gray hairs upon many of their heads, 
as ipfailible tokens of wisdom, learning, & deep & long experience, Fear- 
not imbibed sentiments and feelings exactly the reverse of these. Up- 
on mounting the rostrum, he read for his text, “Ye are of yesterday, and 








Rnow nothing.” ‘he very last passage of sacred writ which would be fF 


thought of by most young men intending to preach on such an occassion, 
and before such an audience. Fearnot, however, kept chose'to his text; 


discanting on the shortness of time, and the scantiness and imperfec- | 


tions of our knowledge; observing with Elihu, that great men were 
not always wisé, neither did the aged understand judgment. In this 
strain he declaimed, until he supposed his hearers had all‘made up 
their minds concerning him as a preacher and then closed with 'a keen 
application. But on ascertaining his fate as decided by the reverend 


Far from being discouraged by this repulse, Fearnot goes to a certain 
bishop, to see what grace he may find in the sight of his lordship. 
The bishop too must hear him preach; and a time and plate were ap- 
pointed. It so happened that his lordship was troubled with a disagrec- 
able complaint, called lethargy. ‘This circumstance coming to the ears 
of Fearnot, he prepared himself accordingly, and on beginning his ser- 
mon, gave out this text ; “what could ye not watch wth me one hour ?” 
The sermom was begun in a very moderate way; having nothing in 
the matter, tone or gesture, to call much attention. But after some ten 
or fifteen minutes, the preacher casting his eve on the bishop who sat 
behind bim in the pulpit, and finding his lordship had fallen into a 
sound sleep, turned round and yociferated, What, could ye not watch with 
me one hour ? Started by this sudden change in the tone and manner of 


the speaker, the drowsy man immediately awakened’ and .Fearnot, | 
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gestimed his discourse, with his former tone and uninteresting manner. 


After some time, again the preacher looking on his lordship, found that. a 


«balmly sleep” had again captivated him & once more he exclaimed with 
redoubled pathos, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Several 
times in the course of the sermon Fearnot found occasion to expose the 
richt honourable prelate for sleeping under the word, though he sat as 
judge of the abilities of the speaker. ‘This afforded peculiar entertain- 
ment for many in the congregation, to have their mirth excited at the 
bishop’s expense ; but in retaliation, his lordship would give Fearnot 
no license. 

Our hero had now but one alternative remaining, to abandon his cleri- 
cal design altogether,orelse appiy to his majesty the king, as the head of 
the English church. He resolved on the latter, and weat to the king 
himself with his request. His majesty replies, “young man, prepare 
yourself to, preach before me wm one hour.” earnot entreats; ‘may it 
please your majesty, their lordships the bishops sometimes have sever- 
al months to prepare a sermon to preach before the court; and may ] 
not have more than an hour?’ His answer was, “your hour is begun.” 
Fearnot was perhaps the only person who would not have been discon- 
certed by such. a reception from his. majesty; but as it gvas, he deter- 
mined to make the best of it, and acting up to his own intrepidity, at 
the end of one hour appeared in, the royal chapel, to hazard his fortune 
once for all by preaching before the king. Now James the first of 
England and sixth of Scotland, for so the title of this.monarch ran, was 


far from being established in every point concerning religion; but,” 


from political motives probably, he wavered. In a translation of the 
bible then in use, there was a clause in the epistle of James, Ist chap. 
verse 6, which read **Waver not.” This passage struck the mind of 
Fearnot; and when he began his sermon, he read in a sonorous tone, 
‘sJames the first and sixth; waver wot.” 

The discourse went to show the excelency and benefit of being es- 
tablished in religious principles, and the impropriety:and disadvantages 
of wavering ; and to urge it as an imperative duty, equally binding on 
all classes of men, from the august monarch on his throne, to the mean- 
est begear, that we be firm and waver not in the cause of truth, The 
whole was so cautiously worded, and yet so shrewdly adapted to the 
king, that every one admired the ingenuity and boldness of the preach- 
er. Qn returning from the chapel, a nobleman who walked in compa- 
ny with the king, “protested against the audacity of the preacher, and 
proposed te have.the young man arrested, for having insulted his maj-~ 
esty by many of the remarks in his sermon.” ‘+ He is just such a mar. 
as I want, said the king; for he has told me the truth. Go and invite 
him to dine with me.” So as a reward of his intrepidity and ingenuity, 
Fearnot was honoured with an inyitation to fine with the king and 
readily obtained his royal license and patronage as a preacher. 


After things had taken this turn, the old bishop expressed a wish to 
hear the young man again whom he had refused to licence ;_ thinking, 
probably, that he might have underyalued his abilities on account of 
his sarcastick wit. Fearnot made no objections to preaching again. be- 
fore his lordship, accordingly an appointment was made to gratify the 
old gentleman. Our independent wit had not grown dull, or less apt 
and keen, since the bishop sJept under his sermon; and he prepared « 
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second discourse for his right teverend hearer. The text was “sle 
on now and take your rest.” ‘The same tart ingenuity ran through this, 
which characterized his former compositions ; and his lordship saw the 
good policy of getting such a man enlisted into his favour and services, 
since nothing could daunt his courage or puzzle his ingenuity. 
STOUGHTON. 





INTEMPERANCE, 
In the body, ardent spirits dispose to every form of acute disease ; 

they moreover excite fevers in persons predisposed to them from other 

causes. The following diseases are the usual consequences of the ha- 
bitual use of ardent spirits. A decay of appetite, sickness at stomach, 
and puking of bile, or a discharge of frothy, viscid phlegm by hawking 
in the morning.—Obstructions of the liver. Jaundice and dropsy of the 
limbs, and eyery cavity in the body. A swelling in the feet and legs. 
Hoarseness, and a husky cough, which often terminates ip a consump- 
tion, and semetimes in an acute and fatal disease of the lungs. Red- 
ness and eruptions in different parts of the body. They generally be- 
gin on the nose, and often gradually extending all over the face, some- 
times descend tothe limbs, in form of leprosy. They have been called 
‘‘Rum-buds” when they appear in the face. A fetid breath, composed 
of every thing that is offensive in putrid animal matter. Frequent and 
disgusting belchings, epilepsy. Gout, in all its various forms, of swelled 
limbs, colic, palsy, apoplexy, and tnadriess. Most of the diseases which 


‘have been enumerated are of a mortal nature. 


Not less destructive are the effects of ardent spirits upon the human 
mind. ‘They impair the memory, debilitate the understanding, and 
pervert the moral faculties. But the demoralizing effects of distilled 
spirits do not stop here. They produce not only falsehood, but fraud 
theft, uncleannegs,and murder. Like the demoniac mentioned in the 
New-Testament, their name is ‘Legion ;” for they convey into the soul 
a host of vices and crimes. A more affecting spectacle cannot be exhib- 
ited than a person into whom this infernal spirit generated by habits 
of intemperance has entered. It is more or less affecting, according 
to the station a person fills in a family, or society, who is possessed by 
it. Is he a husband? How deep the anguish which rends the bosom 
of his wife! Is she a wife? Who can measure the shame and aversion 
which she excites in her husband? Is he a father, or is she the moth- 
er of a family of children? See their averted looks from their parent, 

ad their blushing looks at each other! Is he a magistrate?—Or has he 
been chosen to fill a high and respectable station in the councils of bis 
country? What humiliating fear of corruption in the administration of 
the laws, and of the subversion of public order and happiness, appear 
to the eyes of all who see him! Is he a minister of the gospel 2—Here 
language fails—if angels weep, it is at such a sight. 

In pointing out the evil produced by ardent spirits, let us not pass 
by the effects upon the estates of the persons who are addicted to them. 
Are they inhabitants of cities? Behold! their houses stripped gradu- 

a'ly of their furniture, and pawned or sold by the constable to pay tav- 
ern debts. See! their names upon record in the dockets of every court 
a: | whole newspapers filled with advertisements of their estates for 
public sale. Are they inhabitants of country places? Behold! tbeir 
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houses with shattered windows—their barns with leaky, roofs 
ardens overrun with weeds—their fields with broken fences4 
hogs running at large—their sheep without wool—their horses 
cattle without fat—and their children filthy and hali ciad, without \ 
ners, principles, or morals. ‘This picture of Agricultural wretched 
is seldom of jong duration. ‘Their farms and property are sold for . 
benefit of a group of creditors. ‘The children that were born with th 
rospect of inheriting them, are bound out to service in the neighbour- 
hood, while their parents, the unworthy authors of their misfortunes, 


} ramble into new and distant settlements, fed on their way by the hand 


) of charity. 
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Thus we see poverty and misery, crimes and ipfamy, diseases. and 
death, are all the natural and usual consequences of the intemperate 
use of Ardent Spirits. , 

: New-Iampshire Repos, 





DUTY OF CHRISTIANS, No. VIII. 
Objections answered, Continued, 

Obj. 6. Says one, “1 often wish to speak to sinners; but! fear re-+ 
proach and reyiling, and especially from those who proiess to be strict- 
ty religious. Moreoyer, being a woman, I find the apostle says,—* It 
is a shame for a woman to speak in the church.” Consequently it must 
be a shame for her to speak on religion out of the church. Hence this 
authority also prevents and forbids my speaking to sinners.” 

This probably relates to church government, only, but in many places woe 
men are called upon to wnprove their gifts as appears by the following. 

) Epyror. 

1. When the church at Jerusalem, “‘were all scattered abroad through- 
out the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles; they, that 
were scattered abroad, went,eyery where preaching the word.” Acts, 
viii. 14—xi. 19. This seems as though every convert became a preach- 
er. This tended to accelerate the great object. This was, and contin- 
ues to be, agreeable to the commission of all Christ’s disciples. ‘Go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

2. At.the promulgation of Christ’s birth, Simeon and Anna were not 
idle, “and she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise” (as Simeon 
did) “Cunto the Lord, and spake of him to all that looked for redemption 
in Jerusalem.” Luke, ii. 33.—She must have spoken these things to 
considerable numbers, and with approbation. | 

3. “Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother. of James and 
other women, which told these things unto the apostles, their words 
seemed as idle tales?” ‘Jesus saith unto Mary, go to my brethren and 
say unto them; I ascend unto my Father and your. Father.” ‘Mary 
Magdalene. came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and 
that he had spoken these things unto her.’ John, xx. 17, 18. | 

Thus it behoved that women shauld announce, Christ’s birth, and res- 
urrection by his own authority. 

4. After Christ had talked with the woman of Samaria, she “Left her 
waier-pot and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, come 
see a man that told me all things that ever I did; is not this the Christ? 
and many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying 
of the woman, which testified he told me all that ever I did.’ And ma- 
hy more believed because of his own word, and: said unto the WOITAN 
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now we believe, not because of thy saying, for we have heard him ous 
seives,” John’s gospei, cuapter iv. ‘This woman was the first convert 
among the Samaritans, and immediately began to preach or talk to her 
n= gbors about saivation with goog effect. Why are old professors miore 
backward to this work than she was? 

5. Aquilla apd his wite l’riscilia expounded unto Appollos, “the way: 
of the Lord more pertectly.” Acts, xviii. 26. Greet Priscilla and 
Aquilla, my helpers in Christ Jesus.” . Why should not professors imi- 
tate this good man and woman in expounding the truth to the ignorant? 

6. Philip * had four daughters that did prophecy.” Acts, xxi. 9. He 
that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification and comfort.” 1 Cor, 
xiv. 3. It seems that these belreving women spake wnto men to edifica- 
tion and comfort. 

7. “1 commend unto you,” (Romans) * Phebe our sister; which is a 
seryant ofthe church, which is at Cenchrea, that ye receive her in the 
Lord as becometh saints; and that ye assist her in whatever business 
she hath need of you, for she hath been a succourer of many, and of 
myself also.” Rom. xvi. 1. ‘his official character and commendation 
is in stile with Paul’s commendation to “ 'Tychicus a beloved brother 
and faithful minister.” Col. iv. 7. ‘Tychicus with Onesimus carried the 
Epistle from Rome to the Collosians, as Phebe carried the Epistle from 
Corinthus to the Romans. She had a similar recommendation and 
charge. She was a “‘succourer of many,” and of Paul “also.” 

8. Salute Tryphena and ‘l'rypkosa, who labourin the'Lord. Salute 
the beloved Persis which laboured much in the Lord.” Rom. xvi. 12. 
The approved tabour of these excellent women, ought to-animate others 
to follow their gxample. ‘Laboring in the Lord” and “laboring in the 
gospel,” implied teaching, both public and priyate. 

9. “But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head un- 
covered dishonereth her head. | Judge in yourselves, is it comely that 
a woman pray unto God uncovered?” 14 Cor, xi. 5, 13. It seems by 
this, that beleving women may pray or prophecy. 

10. “And the woman, which hath an husband that believeth not; and 
if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. What! know- 
est thou, O wife, whither thou shalt save thy husband? or hows know- 
est thou, O man, whither thou shalt save thy wife?” The salvation 
here mentioned cannot reasonably be expected but by the ordinary 
means of family teaching. ‘This duty is here enjoined on the woman 
as much as the man. | | 

11. “And I entreat thee’ (Ephroditus) also, help those women, who 
labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my 
fellow laborers.” Phill. iy. 3. Here women are ranked along with 
men as joint laborers in the gospel. 

12. The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh 
holiness ; not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good 
things.” ‘That they teach the young women to be sober, to love their. 
own husbands, to love their children.” Titus, ii. 3,4. Here is house 
an@ neighborhood teaching to be done by women. None have oppor- 
tunity like women to teach children. No teaching takes deeper root 
t'an the simple, serious relation of facts, that speak to the conscience 
of vouth. Aged women are a kind of Physicians in their vicinity, and 
have excellent opportunity for teaching. And no man can plead so 
likely to win, as aged women among young women and children. 
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132 SL will therefore’that men pray every where, lifting up holy 
hands without wrath and-doubting. In like manner also that women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, as becometh women professing 
godliness with good works.” 1 ‘lim. ii. 8, 9,10. Modesty belongs more 
to public profession than to private. 

14. «When | call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that isin thee,” 
(Timothy,) “which dwelt first in thy grand mother Lois and thy moth- 
er Eunice, and J am persuaded that in thee also, and that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures, continue thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and been assured of, knowing’ of whom thou hast 
learned them.” 2 Tim. i. 5. 14,15. ‘This precedent of women teach- 
ing a man, discovers a'simple method in the power of the poor to mul- 
tipiy ministers of the gospel. ‘This is a successful example, and worthy 


ot imitation. ' a 
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FROM THE' GOSPEL PALLADIUM. 


CHRISTIAN FORBEARANCE, No. 1. 

Jt is far from my opinion that it matters nothing what a person be- 
lieves, or disbelieves, but | veuture to assert that it is far more» impor- 
tant, what a person is.in life and conversation, than what his peculiar 
sentiments are in theology. ‘The ancient Gnosticks, Epicureans and 
Stoicks, boasted much of their favourite views of religion, but notwith- 
standing this, it is quite evident they were all very deficient in their 
morals, as weil as their professed piety. ‘The decisions of the council 
of Nice, called by the partially christianized Constantine in the year 
325 on account of the Arian contention, were in some respects repug- 
nant to the principles of true christian forbearancey ft cannot be doubt- 
ed by the impartial historian, that many of the Arians were then pious 
devout christians. They even subjected themselves to the most vigor- 
ous persecutions, for conscience sake. 

The council of Constantinople, called by the emperour Theodosius 
in 381, decided that all who did not acknowledge that God is three 
persons, should be considered heretical. And why? not particularly 
for immoral walk, but merely for refusing to acknowledge what was then 
established as the orthodox* faith by a small majority, who doubtless; in 
part were influenced by popularity. 

The Nestorians,.in the fifth century, in acknowledging the Unitarian 
doctrine ef incarnation, that Christ is yery God and very man, contend- 
ed that the Son of God must be ¢wo persons, For this conclusion, drawn 
from the absurd premise admitted, they were condemned by the coun- 
cil at Ephesus. Is it not probable they were as devout christians as 
were those who condemned them ? and feared God & worked righteous- 
ness equally as much? , 

Even the reformers who emerged from the night of papal darkness, 
soon drank into the same spirit of bigoted intolerance, Calvin, the no- 
ted Genevese reformer, cruelly caused the death of Michael Servetus, 


for differing with him on the points of ‘Trinity and fatality; he was- 


burnt on a slow fire of green fuel. When the doctrine of, calvinism be- 
came pre dominant in some sections of Europe, Arminius and his ad- 


* fi term which has been as variable in tts meaning, as the wind has in 


sis shifting poinis.. 
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herents, were thrust from posts of honour and profit by the power of | 
religious intolerance, while some of them as martyrs shed their biood on [¥ 
the scaffold. Nor did the pilgrims of New-England, who, for con, 
science sake, fled from Europe before the iron rod of persecution, es. 
cape the same unhallowed spirit. Yes | blush while I assert that the 
Jand of my nativity, has been stained with the blood of martyrs, while 
the whipping post, prison and stocks, have been instruments used to 
crush the liberty of conscience. 

Though this day of darkness in some degree is past, and the right of 
conscience guaranteed by the laws of opr land, yet it is to be feared that 
the same spirit still exists. Efforts are still used to establish a religious 
test in our.country. In fact we know it is not so common to hear an 
enquiry, ‘what is the man’s moral character? does he bear the fruits 
of a christian?” as to hear it asked “what does he call himself, and 
what does he believe?” Let his walk be ever so pious, and his zeal 
for the salvation of souls ever so fervent, they are reputed by some as 
only a drop of the bucket, or a dust of the ballance compared with or- 
thodoxy in sentiment. 

But let the questions be suggested ; is it not possible that there may 
be real christians who entertain even great errours in opinion? And 
is the best christian on earth, free from errour in judgment? It is pre- 
os. sumed that no reasonable person would hazard his reputation so much, 
a as to negative either of those questions. Does the humble religion of 
is Jesus then consist merely in opinion ?. or is it rather love to God and 
pur neighbour? May I not say that my honest belief is as dear to 
me as another man’s is to him? and must I become dishonest in senti- 
&) ment, to obtain the fellowship of others? A hypocrite ought to be des- 
| pised, yet how many might obtain honour of men, if they would only 
| assent to a belief which their conscience does not dictate, 




















A dh TIMOTHEUS. 

} Oh i! perewreed NY. July 19, 1823. 

ham FOR THE INFORMER. 

ey Wheelock Quarterly Meeting was attended at Water- 

He! ford, on Saturday the 30th of August, 1823. 

Ae Elders’ Conference on Friday preceding at 1 o’clock, p.m. 

yaa it Saturday forenoon began meeting as usual, and chose El- 

ia \ der Daniel Quimby, Moperaror, and Josiah Lane, Crerk; 
4 


then proceeded to view the reports of the state of the chur- 
ches in this Q. M. some of which were truly refreshing, 
| bringing the tidings of the works of the Lord amongst them, 
' although generally the churches are in a low state. 

i i Afternoon a sermon was preached oY Elder Pope of Ran- 





ty) i dolph, and followed by a number of other testimonies, eve- 

a ning, three meetings attended in different parts of thé town. 
| Sunday forenoon, preaching by Elder Jonathan Wood- 
: man. Afternoon, preaching by Elder Lathrop and Elder 
Pope; also, many weighty exhortations, and through the 
process of our meeting, the power of the spirit of the Lord 














‘Lord. 
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.as manifested, and I doubt not but hundreds could truly 


ay, it 1s good for us to be here. The good seed which was 


gown, will, we hope, be raised in heaven. Praise ye the 


s 


¢ 
3 


é 
i 


awe Jostan Lann, Clerk. 
Pp. S. Our next Quarterly Meeting is to be holden at Cab- 
»t the last Saturday of Oct. inst. Elders’ Conference Fri- 


; Jay before, at one o’clock, P. M. - 


we 
a 





Weare Quarterly Meeting was holden at Newport, N. H. 


1 the 30th and 3ist days of August last, at which place 


ra 
¥ 
4 
by 
> 
s 
Sal 


e received the cheering intelligence of the glorious spread 


: of the work of the Lord in Weare, N. H. The aged, mid- 


le-aged, and youth rejoice together. The reports from 


“the churches were, that they were generally stedfast in the 


z 
4 


of 


faith of the gospel. 

The next Q. M. was appointed to be holden at Bradford, 
N. H. on the last Saturday and Sabbath in October inst. 
Conference on Friday preceding at 1 o’clock, P. M. 





FOR THE INFORMER. 


: Copy of a letter from Br. David Marks to the Editor, dated 


Brutus, N. Y. Aug. 23, 1823. 


— Dear Sr, 


way 
Se 
air 


Although I have nothing special, I spend a few moments 


to inform you of some of my late travels, and the state of 


Zion in this region. After leaving Groveland, I visited 


- Richmond and Bristol : in the latter place, some have re- 


cently been converted to God. From Bristol I went to 
_ West Bloomfield, held eight meetings some of which were 
» very refreshing to the souls of them that love God; a few 
? were willing to publicly distinguish themselves as mourners, 
_ who were resolved to leave the gainsayirg world, and seek 


4 


the pardoning grace of God. In the north part of the town, 
there has been a reyival of religion, in which many precious 
souls have found the pearl of great price. 

From Bloomfield I journeyed 130 miles to the east, in 
the counties of Madison and Otsego, I endeavored to preach 
a crucified Saviour to the people. From Otsego couuty to 
this place, I have travelled m campany with Mr. Lorenzo 


3 — His congregations in general have been from one to 


ye thousand. In many of the places I have travelled, the 


a> > Sh na Ae as st -S. 
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state of religion is low, and many ofthe churches in a sez, 
tered and sinking state. Brookfield, where in the winter of 
1821, the desert blossomed as the rose, now seems. like the 
region and the shadow of death: yet there remains som, 
faithful souls. : 

I write not these things to weaken the hearts of saints. 
but hoping it will have a tendency to.;awaken such as havef 
named the name of Christ, to watchfulness, and prayerfi| | 
attention to those things which concern the peace of Zion, : 
We read in scripture, “The fervent, effectual prayer of ty 
righteous, availeth much.” : 

It is of great importance, when christians pray, that. they} 


strive to exercise faith. A mere form of words withvut the} 
exercise of faith, will not prevail. Unbelief is a besetting ' 
sin, which is opposed to faith; therefore let us lay aside ey. | 
ery weight, worldly mindedness, vanity, lightness, jesting, | 
and such like, and the sin, (unbelief,) which doth so easily } 
beset us, and run (by faith) with patience the race set: be. } 






rr 
















fore us. ‘The time we have to make our calling and elec. 
tion sure 1s but short, do not let us trust in a mere form of 
worship without the power. A profession of religion with- F- 
out the possession, is like a shadow without the substance, | 
or as sounding brass and tinkling cymbals. ; 

O, my brethren, it is time to awake out of sleep, for now 
is our redemption nearer than when we believed. Let us 
be aware lest we be included in the number of those, of 
whom the Lord says, “'This people draw near to me with 
their hps, but their hearts are far from me.” 


Do well. 


Farewell, 
Davin Marks, Juv. 





EP meray ED 2G 
The editor has now the pleasure to inform his brethren and friends, 
that after considerable labor and expense, he has recently obtained some 
music type from Phil. and intends hereafter to insert occasional peices 
of music in the Informer; especially the tunes to the Hymns that are 
published in it. He presumes this cannot but be very pleasing to those, 
who practice singing, and though some have not voices to sing, it is 
very seldom that any can be found, who do not delight to hear music, 
and having the tunes to the Hymns published, they can be privileged 
with hearing them sung, as well as with reading the Hymns themselves. 
Our brethren, who send Hymns for publication, will confer a favor 
to send the notes of the tunes in which they may be sung. 








Epiror. 
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‘the request published in Sept. No. page 143, as soon, at least, 
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2 If pride is lurking in your breast, your heart to vanity inclin’d ; 
While they’re within you cannot rest, for little foxes spoil the vine. 
If earthly vanities you crave, or worldly treasures in your mind; 
A heavw’nly peace you cannot have, for little foxes spoil the vine. 


.3 If little sins you thinkno harm, they round your heart will quickly 
twine ; , : 
Your soul of peace they will disarm, for little foxes spoil the vine. 
If vicious thoughts you do embrace, er you to hardness are inclin’d. 
You cannot then be found in peace, for little foxes spoil the vine. 








4 If fear of man should take the seat, where ought to dwell -pure love 
divine; | : 

It will all happiness defeat, for little fores-spoil the vine. 
If satan with malicious art should tempt or interrupt your mind, 
And you ‘give way to him in part, that fox wall surely spoil your vine: : 


5 If secret pray’r becomes a task, or you to slackness are inclin’d ; = 
For pleasant grapes in-vain you'll ask, a httle fox has spoil’d the vine. 
If you to levity are given, and, vain and idly, spend your time, 4 
You'l-miss the road that leads to heav’n, for little foxes spoil the vine 2 


6 For worldly honors if you seek, or worldly wisdom spend your time, 
With sorrow; sure, you will regret, when once the fox has spoil’d the 
vine. - 
If you are destitute of love to God and to your Saviour, kind; 
O raise your eyes to heav’n above, lest foxes quickly spoil the vine. 


4 Now let‘us all with cheerful hearts trim well our lamps and let them 
shine, | 
And valliantly act well our part, against the fox, that spoils the vine. 
Then when our earthly conflict’s o’er, we shall be blest with joys 
sublime ; 
Then-we shall reigneupon that shore where foxes cannot spoil the vine 


8 Where life and immottality shines brighter than the golden mine ; 
Where endless joys eternally will fill our souls with love divine. 


Where angels and archangels sing,:and heav’nly hosts with lustre 
shine ; : , 
Shout hallelujah to their King, while blest with songs of lové divine. 


‘TO CORRESPONDENTS. : 
_ ‘Quarterly Meeting Clerks are particularly requested to if 
‘make returns ofthe Churches Ministers, &c. agreeably to F 





as the 15ih of Nov. next, and sooner if convenient; so that 
‘a correct account can be published in December number. 
Tf any churches have neglected to furnish the Q. M: Clerks 
with the required information, they are requested to trans- 
mit said information to the Editor of the Informer as soon 
‘as may be. Eniror.. 





